
2026 Election Landscape 
Thanks to Dalia Avenue Ottawa for this compilation. 

 

Mayoral Candidates 
 

There are 14 candidates signed up to run for mayor. (Same as the 2022 election.)  

 

1. Mark Sutcliffe. (won in 2022 with 161,677 votes) 

2. Jeff Leiper. 

3. Alex Lawson. 

4. Neil Saravanamuttoo.  His introductory video    

5. Zed Chebib. Ran in 2022, and came last with votes 265 votes 

6. Peter Westaway. The link takes you to information about his February 

2025 run in Nepean in the provincial election; Westaway also ran in the by-

election in Osgoode Ward in June 2025 -- held to replace George Darouze, 

who resigned in March after being elected the MPP for Carleton in the 

provincial election. He received five votes. Isabelle Skalski won. 

7. Suraj Harish. Bio from Overseas Friends of India Canada website. 

8. Queen Divine Priya Amber Bakshi. The phone number submitted with the 

candidate information takes you to this page. And you can find video posts 

from Que33n Divine Priya Amber here. 

9. Bernard Couchman. Bio on his LinkedIn page; He ran in 2014 -- came in 

last with 1255 votes; ran in 2022, and came in 12th place with 471 votes. 

You can see some 2014 information on him here, and here is a 2014 Ottawa 

Citizen youtube interview). 

10. Ali Shayvard. City of Ottawa OC Transpo Trainer -- Conventional and 

Para Transpo LinkedIn information  

11. Jacob Solomon. Ran for mayor in 2022: Ottawa Citizen column; came in 

second last place -- of 14 candidates -- with 432 votes. 

12. Amjad Ali Syed.  LinkedIn. Founder and CEO @ Mosaic Corporate 

Group | Entrepreneur | Real Estate Investor  

13. Josh Rachlis.  Has run in multiple provincial elections; info from the Ont 

election 2025)  

https://marksutcliffe2026.ca/
https://www.leiper2026.ca/about
https://votealex.ca/
https://neilformayor.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZehXXKT4xk
https://grokipedia.com/page/zed_chebib
https://en.votemate.org/ontario2025/candidates/11025
https://ctog.ca/peter.westaway.html
https://ctog.ca/peter.westaway.html
https://app06.ottawa.ca/election/2025-ward20_en.html
https://ofic.ca/suraj-harish/#:~:text=Suraj%20Harish,India%20to%20Canada%20in%201972.&text=He%20worked%20for%2037%20years,Carleton%2C%20now%20City%20of%20Ottawa.
https://www.amberaaryanmarketing.com/
https://www.threads.com/@affirmationmindsetqueen
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bernard-couchman-4aa998426/
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/fuzzy-on-just-when-the-vote-is-bernard-couchman-makes-pitch-for-mayors-job
https://app06.ottawa.ca/election/2022_en.html
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/fuzzy-on-just-when-the-vote-is-bernard-couchman-makes-pitch-for-mayors-job
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDOuOltR97c
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ali-shayvard-18646156/
https://ottawacitizen.com/opinion/mayoral-candidates-solomon-lets-make-ottawa-feel-like-a-g7-capital
https://www.linkedin.com/in/amjad-ali-syed-638b0a1a3/
https://results.elections.on.ca/en/data-explorer?fromYear=1867&toYear=2026&candidateNames=Josh%20Rachlis&levelOfDetail=candidate
https://votemate.org/ontario2025/candidates/11196
https://votemate.org/ontario2025/candidates/11196


14. Geoff Nicholas. Filed paperwork on Friday, the last day. LinkedIn post 

includes this at the end of his post: "After being rejected for a volunteer 

position on a mayoral candidate's campaign, Geoffrey is now considering 

running in the Ottawa municipal election on October 26, 2026. Stay tuned." 

 

Ward Candidates 
 

Two Wards do not have incumbents returning: Ward 6 and 15 

Ward 6  Stittsville 

Chelsea Walton  

Mani Sharma 

Sheetal Narwal 

Tanya Hein  

Theresa Qadri 

Kevin Hua 

Marie-Ange Yindaki Ahinful 

Paul Meek 

Devin Michael Fitzgerald O'Brien 

 

Ward 15  Kitchissippi  

Four candidates are running (one candidate - Michelle Groulx -- dropped 

out).The ward is currently held by Jeff Leiper who is running for Mayor.  

 
Joanne Chianello  

Subhir Uppal 

Brian Innes 

Xavier Commerford  

 

All other wards have Incumbents running. Two incumbents faced no competition 

and have been acclaimed: David Brown (Ward 21) and Riley Brockington (Ward 

16). 

Sitting Councillors and other candidates officially running  

 

Ward 1  Orleans-East Cumberland  

Incumbent Matthew Luloff   

https://www.linkedin.com/in/fortetfier/
https://votechelsea.com/
https://nagmanisharma.ca/
https://sheetalnarwal.ca/
https://www.votetanya.ca/meet-tanya
https://www.theresaqadri.com/
https://www.kevinhua.ca/
https://marieangeahinful.ca/
https://www.paulmeek.ca/?utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAcGRvZgJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA85MzY2MTk3NDMzOTI0NTkAAacVqZwhj0jEUTimCkjeTioRmCEFVeK1k9H7aP2nkpZ5PZCDpo_iYx5xt5JfEw_aem_b9fKBcMrc83pr1wbSHrd0g
https://www.joannechianello.ca/about
https://www.subhiruppal.com/
https://www.brianinnes.ca/


Barbara Daniela Gandolfo  

Sherif Rizk  

Bob Bell  

Tammie Trellert  

Mazhar Choudhry 

Yvette Ashiri  

Ward 2  Orleans West-Innes  

Incumbent Laura Dudas 

Jenna Jessop  

David Purchase 

Ward 3  Barrhaven West  

Incumbent David Hill 

Donna Blackburn  

Jeff Balys 

Ward 4  Kanata North  

Incumbent Cathy Curry 

James Murchison 

Rob Millan 

Ward 5  West Carleton-March  

Incumbent Clarke Kelly 

Christine Harrison 

Dylan Nose 

Ward 7  Bay Ward  

Incumbent Theresa Kavanagh  

Spencer Radford (facebook) 

Butch Moore  

Ward 8  College Ward  

Incumbent Laine Johnson  

https://www.barbaraforcouncil.ca/
https://www.sherifrizk.ca/en
https://www.bobbell2026.ca/
https://www.tammietrellert.ca/
https://choudhry.org/
https://yvetteashiri.ca/
https://voteforlaura.ca/
https://jennajessop.ca/en/
https://www.davidhillbarrhaven.ca/
https://www.donnablackburn.ca/
https://cathycurry.ca/
https://www.voteclarkekelly.ca/
https://christineharrison.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/SpencerRadfordBayWard


Malloum Abakar  

Ward 9  Knoxdale-Merivale  

Incumbent Sean Devine  

Cole Fraser Jones  

Brandon Ly  

Anna Ielo-Tal  

Ward 10  Gloucester-Southgate  

Incumbent Jessica Bradley  

John Redins 

Donna Dickson 

Ahmed Rashid  

Ayub Omar 

Ward 11  Beacon Hill-Cyrville  

Incumbent Tim Tierney  

Cathryne Milburn 

Coreen Corcoran Has run in an Ontario election (2014) and in federal elections 

(Ottawa-Vanier-Gloucester) in 2015, and for Ottawa Centre in 2019 for the 

Canadian Libertarian Party of Canada  

Ward 12  Rideau-Vanier  

Incumbent Stéphanie Plante  

Lyra Evans (article) 

Eric Smith  

Brian Paquette 

Michael Karl Sewanaku  

Julie Fiala Chartrand  

Ward 13  Rideau-Rockcliffe  

Incumbent Rawlson King 

Peter J. Karwacki  

Ward 14  Somerset  

https://colefraserjones.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-9-knoxdale-merivale/brandon-ly
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-9-knoxdale-merivale/anna-ielo-tal
https://johnredins.com/
https://www.votedonnadickson.ca/
https://www.milburn2026.ca/
https://www.libertarian.on.ca/user/532
https://www.libertarian.ca/coreen_corcoran
https://www.genderdissent.com/post/the-diverse-hats-of-mr-lyra-evans
https://rawlsonking.ca/
https://peterkarwacki.blogspot.com/


Incumbent Ariel Troster  

Robert Dekker (Ran in Ontario election -- Ottawa Centre -- in 2011. Came in 

third place.) 

Dillon Anderson  

Michael Tay (LinkedIn) Program Manager, Transitional Housing & Settlement 

Services | College Professor | Community Builder 

Nicholas Gollé A federal public servant with the Canada Revenue Agency 

Ward 16  River Ward  

Incumbent Riley Brockington (Acclaimed) 

Ward 17 Capital  

Incumbent: Shawn Menard 

Farah Gulzar On Her Facebook Page and On Facebook/ Page for Lebanese in 

Ottawa  

Jaac Doduck 

Ward 18  Alta Vista  

Incumbent Marty Carr  

Tressy El-Hawi  

Derek McSweeney (Facebook) 

Muhyadin Omar Barkhat 

Elsa Niyongabo  

Ward 19  Orleans-South Navan  

Incumbent Catherine Kitts  
Jason Wing  

Ward 20 Osgoode  

Incumbent Isabelle Skalski  
Bruce Anthony Faulkner: Ran in the by-election last year and came in last with 

226 votes. He ran in the 2025 provincial election for the LIbertarian Party. Go 

263 votes. 

Ward 21 Rideau-Jock  

Incumbent David Brown Acclaimed 

https://www.troster2026.ca/
https://robertdekker.ca/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa-centre-could-be-three-headed-race-1.1064866
https://ottawa.citynews.ca/2011/10/07/2011-election-results-for-ottawa-the-valley/
https://ottawa.citynews.ca/2011/10/07/2011-election-results-for-ottawa-the-valley/
https://votedillon.ca/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-tay-21594393/
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/four-councillors-running-unopposed-ahead-180335392.html
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/four-councillors-running-unopposed-ahead-180335392.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ossbc/posts/3587365611416241/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1434734126829712/posts/3918386791797754/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1434734126829712/posts/3918386791797754/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-18-alta-vista/tressy-el-hawi
https://www.facebook.com/p/Derek-McSweeney-61593285133487/
https://voteforjay.ca/
https://isabelleskalski.ca/


Ward 22 Riverside South-Findlay Creek  

Incumbent Steve Desroches  
Muyiwa Ojo  

Ward 23 Kanata South  

Incumbent Allan Hubley   

Erin Coffin  

Megan Strazds-Esenbergs  

Sam Bhalesar  

Ward 24 Barrhaven East  

Incumbent Wilson Lo 

Zahy A Adam  

Jules Ruhinda  

Yoosaf Melparamba (Facebook) YouTube Introduction 

Ahmed Alsabaawi 
 

https://www.muyiwaojo.ca/
https://votegrid.ca/2026-ontario-municipal-election/ottawa-councillor-ward-23-kanata-south/erin-coffin
https://sambhalesar.ca/
https://wilsonlo.ca/
https://adamzahy.ca/
https://julesteamward24.ca/about.html
https://www.facebook.com/yoosaf.ottawa/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVOn2E4L1b8

