
Public Engagement: A Path to Better Decisions for Ottawa 

 

ReImagine Ottawa stands firmly behind OPEG, the Ottawa Public Engagement Group, in 

its belief that effective citizen involvement leads to better decision making. Robust public 

engagement in Ottawa requires better clarification of citizens’ roles in decisions, early 

participation in the process, sufficient time to consider the issues properly, and an understanding 

of how their input affected outcomes.  

Here are the responses to date of OPEG’s survey of candidates for mayor and council, 

together with some updated website links. Check out how your candidates think about public 

engagement.  

Thanks to OPEG and Pauline Comeau with Your Applewood Acres (& Beyond) Neighbours for 

providing the following information. 

 

Mayoral Candidates 

 
Mark Sutcliffe  

Jeff Leiper  OPEG Q&A Response 

Alex Lawson OPEG Q&A Response  

Neil Saravanamuttoo   And his introductory video   OPEG Q&A Response 

 

 

Council contenders 

Ward 1  Orleans-East Cumberland  

Incumbent Matthew Luloff. OPEG Q&A Response 

Barbara Daniela Gandolfo   OPEG Q&A Response  

Sherif Rizk OPEG Q&A Response 

Bob Bell  OPEG Q&A Response 

Tammie Trellert  
Mazhar Choudhry  OPEG Q&A Response 

Yvette Ashiri  

 

Ward 2  Orleans West-Innes  

Incumbent Laura Dudas 

Jenna Jessop  

David Purchase 

 

Ward 3  Barrhaven West  

Incumbent David Hill 

Donna Blackburn  

Jeff Balys  

 

Ward 4  Kanata North  

Incumbent Cathy Curry 

James Murchison 
Rob Millan  Bio is here. Campaign focus: infrastructure, growth, investment and City spending 

 

https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/
https://marksutcliffe2026.ca/
https://www.leiper2026.ca/about
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/mayor/jeff-leiper
https://votealex.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/mayor/alex-lawson
https://neilformayor.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZehXXKT4xk
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/mayor/neil-saravanamuttoo
https://www.mattluloff.com/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-1-orleans-east-cumberland/matt-luloff
https://www.barbaraforcouncil.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-1-orleans-east-cumberland/barbara-daniela-gandolfo
https://www.sherifrizk.ca/en
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-1-orleans-east-cumberland/sherif-rizk
https://www.bobbell2026.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-1-orleans-east-cumberland/bob-bell
https://www.tammietrellert.ca/
https://choudhry.org/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-1-orleans-east-cumberland/mazhar-choudhry
https://yvetteashiri.ca/
https://voteforlaura.ca/
https://jennajessop.ca/en/
https://davidpurchase.ca/
https://www.davidhillbarrhaven.ca/
https://www.donnablackburn.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/Balys
https://cathycurry.ca/
https://robmillan.ca/
https://robmillan.ca/#about


Ward 5  West Carleton-March  

Incumbent Clarke Kelly OPEG Q&A Response 

Christine Harrison   

Dylan Nose  

 

Ward 6  Stittsville 

Chelsea Walton  OPEG Q&A Response 

Mani Sharma  OPEG Q&A Response 

Sheetal Narwal OPEG Q&A Response 

Tanya Hein   OPEG Q&A Response 

Theresa Qadri  OPEG Q&A Response 

Kevin Hua  OPEG Q&A Response 

Marie-Ange Yindaki Ahinful   

 

Ward 7  Bay Ward  

Incumbent Theresa Kavanagh OPEG Q&A Response 

Spencer Radford (facebook) OPEG Q&A Response. And Active on Reddit. 

Butch Moore. Brief comment in Ottawa Sun follow July 1 rainstorm;  retired firefighter and children's 

author, ran as in independent in federal politics in 2019 (71 votes) 

 

Ward 8  College Ward  

Incumbent Laine Johnson 
Malloum Abakar  

 

Ward 9  Knoxdale-Merivale  

Incumbent Sean Devine  
Cole Fraser Jones   OPEG Q&A Response 

Brandon Ly   OPEG Q&A Response 

Anna Ielo-Tal  OPEG Q&A Response 

 

Ward 10  Gloucester-Southgate  

Incumbent Jessica Bradley  

John Redins 

Donna Dickson 

Ahmed Rashid  

Ayub Omar 

 

Ward 11  Beacon Hill-Cyrville  

Incumbent Tim Tierney (Facebook campaign Videos)  

Cathryne Milburn  OPEG Q&A Response 

Coreen Corcoran Ran in Ontario election (2014); federal election (Ottawa-Vanier-Gloucester) in 2015; 

and for Ottawa Centre in 2019 for the Canadian Libertarian Party of Canada  

 

Ward 12  Rideau-Vanier  

Incumbent Stéphanie Plante  
Lyra Evans Current school board trustee OPEG Q&A Response (CBC story) (Profile article)  

Eric Smith  
Brian Paquette (Introductory video on Instagram) OPEG Q&A Response  

https://www.voteclarkekelly.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-5-west-carleton-march/clarke-kelly
https://christineharrison.ca/
https://votechelsea.com/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-6-stittsville/chelsea-walton
https://nagmanisharma.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-6-stittsville/mani-sharma
https://sheetalnarwal.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-6-stittsville/sheetal-narwal
https://www.votetanya.ca/meet-tanya
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-6-stittsville/tanya-hein
https://www.theresaqadri.com/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-6-stittsville/theresa-qadri
https://www.kevinhua.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-6-stittsville/kevin-hua
https://marieangeahinful.ca/
https://www.reelecttheresakavanagh.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-7-bay/theresa-kavanagh
https://www.facebook.com/SpencerRadfordBayWard
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-7-bay/spencer-radford
https://www.reddit.com/user/NarwhalKey430/
https://www.pressreader.com/canada/ottawa-sun/20260903/281492168187227?srsltid=AfmBOoptFZykaUjAgvmriyQ8DUtYLQqnBZiqb2aNAPanCGUROhPLyx0r
https://lainejohnson.ca/
https://colefraserjones.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-9-knoxdale-merivale/cole-fraser-jones
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-9-knoxdale-merivale/brandon-ly
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-9-knoxdale-merivale/brandon-ly
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-9-knoxdale-merivale/anna-ielo-tal
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-9-knoxdale-merivale/anna-ielo-tal
https://www.bradley2026.ca/
https://johnredins.com/
https://www.votedonnadickson.ca/
https://www.ahmedrashid4ward10.com/
https://timtierney.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/TimTierneyOttawa/
https://www.milburn2026.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-11-beacon-hill-cyrville/cathryne-milburn
https://www.libertarian.on.ca/user/532
https://www.libertarian.ca/coreen_corcoran
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-12-rideau-vanier/lyra-evans
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/candidates-contest-all-ocdsb-trustee-zones-despite-provincial-supervision-9.7316165
https://www.genderdissent.com/post/the-diverse-hats-of-mr-lyra-evans
https://www.instagram.com/reels/Dcgc1umxrVU/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-12-rideau-vanier/brian-paquette


Michael Karl Sewanaku (Instagram reel/presence) 

Julie Fiala Chartrand (Her Facebook post on why she is running). She also ran in 2022 coming in third 

with 704 votes. Plante had 4,621. ) 

 

Ward 13  Rideau-Rockcliffe  

Incumbent Rawlson King OPEG Q&A Response 

Peter J. Karwacki  OPEG Q&A Response 

 

Ward 14  Somerset  

Incumbent Ariel Troster OPEG Q&A Response 

Robert Dekker OPEG Q&A Response  (Ran in Ontario election -- Ottawa Centre -- in 2011. Came in third 

place.) OPEG Q&A Response 

Dillon Anderson    OPEG Q&A Response 

Michael Tay OPEG Q&A Response (And on LinkedIn) Program Manager, Transitional Housing & 

Settlement Services | College Professor | Community Builder 

Nicholas Gollé Federal public servant with the Canada Revenue Agency (on leave) 

 

Ward 15  Kitchissippi  

Joanne Chianello Campaign launch video  OPEG Q&A Response 

Subhir Uppal  OPEG Q&A Response 

Brian Innes  OPEG Q&A Response  

Xavier Commerford   

 

Ward 16  River Ward  

Incumbent Riley Brockington OPEG Q&A Response 

No opponents/Brockington Acclaimed 

 

Ward 17 Capital  

Incumbent Shawn Menard OPEG Q&A Response  

Farah Gulzar  OPEG Q&A Response   Summary Her Facebook Page and On Facebook/ Page for 

Lebanese in Ottawa  

Jaac Doduck   OPEN Q&A Response  (Instagram Intro). Public Affairs and Policy Management student 

at Carleton University 

 

Ward 18  Alta Vista  

Incumbent Marty Carr   
Tressy El-Hawi  OPEG Q&A Response 

Derek McSweeney (On Facebook) 

Muhyadin Omar Barkhat   OPEG Q&A Response Delivery driver for Canada Post 

Elsa Niyongabo  

 

Ward 19  Orleans-South Navan  

Incumbent Catherine Kitts 
Jason Wing  

 

Ward 20 Osgoode  

Incumbent Isabelle Skalski   OPEG Q&A Response 

Bruce Anthony Faulkner Ran in 2022, came in last (5 candidates), 226 votes. 

https://www.instagram.com/reels/DccRqglquPC/
https://www.facebook.com/electjuliefiala/posts/bonjour-hi-kwéje-suis-julie-fiala-chartrand-i-am-julie-fiala-chartrand-this-text/1045298368284113/
https://www.facebook.com/electjuliefiala/posts/le-français-suit-my-name-is-julie-fiala-i-am-running-to-be-your-next-city-counci/131919789621980/
https://rawlsonking.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-13-rideau-rockcliffe/rawlson-king
https://peterkarwacki.blogspot.com/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-13-rideau-rockcliffe/peter-karwacki
https://www.troster2026.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-14-somerset/ariel-troster
https://robertdekker.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-14-somerset/robert-dekker
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa-centre-could-be-three-headed-race-1.1064866
https://ottawa.citynews.ca/2011/10/07/2011-election-results-for-ottawa-the-valley/
https://ottawa.citynews.ca/2011/10/07/2011-election-results-for-ottawa-the-valley/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-14-somerset/robert-dekker
https://votedillon.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-14-somerset/dillon-anderson
https://michaeltay.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-14-somerset/michael-tay
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-tay-21594393/
https://nicholasgolle4somersetward.ca/
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/four-councillors-running-unopposed-ahead-180335392.html
https://www.joannechianello.ca/about
https://www.joannechianello.ca/about
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-15-kitchissippi/joanne-chianello
https://www.subhiruppal.com/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-15-kitchissippi/subhir-uppal
https://www.brianinnes.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-15-kitchissippi/brian-innes
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-16-river/riley-brockington
https://www.menard2026.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-17-capital/shawn-menard
https://sites.google.com/view/farahgulzarward17
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-17-capital/farah-gulzar
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ossbc/posts/3587365611416241/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1434734126829712/posts/3918386791797754/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1434734126829712/posts/3918386791797754/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Dbvnt4tjglv/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-17-capital/jaac-doduck
https://martycarr.ca/en
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-18-alta-vista/tressy-el-hawi
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-18-alta-vista/tressy-el-hawi
https://votemcsweeney.ca/about
https://www.facebook.com/p/Derek-McSweeney-61593285133487/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-18-alta-vista/muhyadin-omar-barkhat
https://www.elsaniyongabo.ca/blank
https://www.catherinekitts.ca/
https://voteforjay.ca/
https://isabelleskalski.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-20-osgoode/isabelle-skalski


 

Ward 21 Rideau-Jock  

incumbent David Brownhttps://www.electdavidbrown.com 

No opponents/Brown Was Acclaimed 

 

Ward 22 Riverside South-Findlay Creek  

Incumbent Steve Desroches (Note: Declined OPEG Q&A Request) 

Muyiwa Ojo  

 

Ward 23 Kanata South  

Incumbent Allan Hubley   

Erin Coffin  OPEG Q&A Response 

Megan Strazds-Esenbergs OPEG Q&A Response (Instagram) LinkedIn 

Sam Bhalesar  OPEG Q&A Response  

 

Ward 24 Barrhaven East  

Incumbent Wilson Lo  OPEG Q&A Response 

Adam A Zahy   OPEG Q&A Response 

Jules Ruhinda  
Yoosaf Melparamba (Facebook) YouTube Introduction 

Ahmed Alsabaawi 

https://www.electdavidbrown.com/
https://www.electdavidbrown.com/
https://stevedesroches.vote/
https://www.muyiwaojo.ca/
https://votegrid.ca/2026-ontario-municipal-election/ottawa-councillor-ward-23-kanata-south/erin-coffin
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-23-kanata-south/erin-coffin
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-23-kanata-south/megan-strazds-esenbergs
https://www.instagram.com/meganforcouncil23/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/meganstrazdsesenbergs/
https://sambhalesar.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-23-kanata-south/sam-bhalesar
https://wilsonlo.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-24-barrhaven-east/wilson-lo
https://adamzahy.ca/
https://www.ottawapublicengagementgroup.ca/election-2026/responses/ward-24-barrhaven-east/adam-zahy
https://julesteamward24.ca/about.html
https://www.facebook.com/yoosaf.ottawa/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVOn2E4L1b8

